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the role of libraries in the digital age, and questions surrounding 
their relevance, has received increased attention in recent years. 

But at Phillips Exeter Academy, the Class of 1945 Library remains central 
to the intellectual and social life of our community.

Continuous investment in Louis Kahn’s architectural marvel underscores 
the Academy’s commitment to enhancing programs for current Exonians 
while maintaining focus on future generations.
 

A multiyear building repair and renovation endeavor is poised to deliver 
much-needed improvements to the library’s basement level. This effort 
will unite and showcase the Archives and the Special Collections in a new 
way, improving their access for Exeter students and teachers, as well as 
visiting alumni and scholars.

This is a particularly exciting time for  
Exeter’s famous library. 

You can help. 



phillips exeter academy maintains an 
impressive and valuable assortment of historical 
materials, many of which are not studied or 
appreciated due to the limitations of the physical 
space in which they are stored.  

The Academy Archives, located in the library 
basement, serve as the official repository for the 
school’s founding documents and other records of 
enduring historical value. The Archives preserve 
and make available for research a wide range of 
materials related to the Academy’s history and 
identity, including publications, correspondence, 
meeting minutes, film footage and photographs. 

These collections, with the stories and history 
they tell, are currently housed in cramped 
quarters, hidden from view and awaiting 
discovery. Environmental conditions threaten 
the long-term preservation of archival records. 
Limited space for storage and museum-quality 
exhibition makes it necessary to turn away some 
large collections. 

On the fourth floor, the library’s Special 
Collections contain rare books and maps, 
artworks and such treasures as leaves from 
illuminated medieval manuscripts (13th through 
16th centuries) and a Shakespeare Second Folio. 
The Special Collections rooms are available by 
appointment only, and limited space precludes 
future growth. 

The Center for Archives and Special Collections 
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Bringing together these 
exquisite collections, and 
reimagining the space in which 
they are housed, provides 
an exciting opportunity to 
responsibly sore and display 
valuable artifacts, allow for 
the growth of collections, and 
increase their use by sudents 
and teachers.

Phillips Exeter Academy Housing Map, 
1914-1915



Project Features

The new center for archives and special 
collections will be an inviting destination for 
research and scholarship around the Academy’s 
collections. The increased footprint with new 
lighting and colorful finishes and furnishings 
will enhance the ambiance and overall function 
of the library, while following the design 
aesthetic of the visionary Louis Kahn. 
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• a new, central exhibition hall providing a 
distinct and welcoming space for study, lectures 
and events. Exhibition cases will showcase changing 
displays of the rarest and most interesting objects 
in the collection, and open bookshelves will display 
the library’s considerable collection of Exeter 
authors. Tables and comfortable seating for casual 
study will be easily reconfigured for coursework 
using collections, and for lectures and events with 
an audience of 50-75 people.

• a secure vault with a floor-to-ceiling glass 
wall providing an up-close view on the contents 
and activities within. This unique, 700-square-foot 
windowed vault will invite spectators to learn 
about highlighted rare objects in the collection and 
observe how artifacts are conserved, stored  
and curated. 

• a dedicated reading room and classroom  
for secure, efficient and comfortable use of  
the collections. 

• a technology suite equipped with advanced 
systems and work stations for the processing and 
digitization of archival materials.

• conservation areas dedicated to the professional 
processing and restoration of collections. These 
spaces, attached to the vault, will allow staff to 
efficiently work with items in the collections, as 
well as share preservation processes with interested 
students and faculty.

• the offices of the head archivist and 
assistant archivist. These staff offices will flank 
the reading room, ensuring professional assistance is 
always nearby.

• three secure storage rooms, totaling nearly 
2,000 square feet of climate-controlled archival 
space. These rooms will enhance preservation 
of sensitive materials and provide room for the 
Academy collections to grow.

Project Features

The project offers the following opportunities 
for naming and recognition:



The Center for Archives and Special Collections
Naming and Recognition Opportunities

the center for archives and special collections  $ 3,000,000

endowed head of archives and special collections  $ 2,000,000

exhibition hall  $ 1,500,000

vault    $ 500,000

archival preservation $ 75,000  
storage (1)

reading room  $ 150,000

conservation areas  $ 100,000

technology suite  $ 100,000

archivist office  $ 100,000

assistant archivist  $ 50,000
office

archival preservation $ 50,000  
storage (2)

archival preservation $ 50,000  
storage (3) Archives & Special Collections Architectural Plan
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If you are interested in learning more, please contact  
Director of Principal and Major Gifts Chuck Ramsay:  
603-777-3482 or cramsay@exeter.edu






